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A Great Party!

A Record-Breaking Auction!

N
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hanks to all for the most

successful auction yet!

We broke our rccord,
bringing in over $10,000 for
the coming year, all thanks to
our generous donors, our
great auction tcam and all
those generous bidders.
Here’s how it happened:

We received a whopping 148
auction contributions from 64
donors and enthusiastic
bidding brought in a total of
S9679 for them. (In fact, we
got so many contributions
valued at over $100 that we
decided to add four extra
pages to this issue of the
newsletter to make room for
all those thank-you ads!) Then in
addition to the auction donations,
we got another $513 in cash

Fred Ward
Carolyn, Bruce and Bobby, The Three Auctioneers

donations and we netted S101 more
from the =50/50 drawing. All in all,
the best year yet.

Etta, Ira and Pat keeping the reco

And boy. did we ever have a terrific
time doing it. The Marco Polo
restaurant did us proud again with

Fred Ward

good food, a cheerful room and
friendly service. The room was full of
club members, checking out the

Fred Ward

rds

overflowing auction tables,
catching up with cach other and
generally having a high old
time. When the auction began
after dinner, our absolutely
inimitable auction team of
Carolyn Chappell (wearing her
trademark red fcather boa),
Bobby Mann and Bruce Gaber
kept the action fast and the
laughter coming  faster
(especially when Bruce did his
strip-poker bit!).

It all added up to a wonderful
day and it’1l keep our wonderful
club going for another

successful year of fascinating
speakers and good company. See you
there!

Fred Ward
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President’s Letter
by Carolyn Chappell

ow!!! What a way to finish the vear!!!!  We exceeded
our past record of "auction money" this vear by a BIG
BUNCH.............. and I send a personal thank vou,
THANK YOU, to all who donated and purchased at our Holiday
Party on December 2nd. 4 good time was had by all, and we
certainly had some neat items and BARGAINS to be had! Mary
Lhlers deserves to have her #44 bid card laminated, for all its
activity on our behalf.  She was undoubtedly our "Never-ending

Bidder of the Night"............ and certainly appreciated!! We sold
100.00 worth of "NOTHING" again this year........ this time to [ra

Kramer (there is alwavs SOMEONE who will buy that!)..... and
one of the hot objects of the bidding evening seemed to be the
Osama bin Laden dart board. Obviously, we had several people
in the room with something or someone in mind for that winning
bid!! But the jewelry and stones really accounted for the majority
of the items............... although I saw home-baked apple pie going
for $45.00!!!! Thanks to all, for a WONDERFUL evening.

And, as my two vear Presidency comes to an end, I'want to tell the
membership how much [ have enjoved my time "up front” at the
meetings. [t has been a pleasure getting to know evervone a little
bit better, and I know we will continue on with great camaraderie
in the future, as together we learn and are exposed to more
education through our speakers. Also. [ want to thank my board
of directors and committee chairmen for all the time and expertise
theyv gave these past two vears. Without them, and the extra board
meetings, we would not have had the "behind the scenes" planning
and business part of the chapter carried out. To all of vou. the
members, [ wish a happy, healthy, and prosperous NEW YEAR in
2002!

NETUE

Contact
Directory

Board of Directors

President - Carolyn Chappell
Tel: 703-273-9059
c-mail: chappell@patriot.net

Vice-President - Kusam Malhotra
Tel: 703-845-1686/3752
c-mail: KandKint@hotmail.com

Secretary - Mclanic A. Marts
Tel: 703-742-0193

Treasurer - Toby L. Fitzkee
Tel: 703-239-1300

c-mail: fivestar-jewelers(werols.com
Members at Large

Fred Ward
Tel: 301-983-1990

c-mail: fward( crols.com

Michele R. Zabel
Tel: 301-983-1990

Newsletter

Brenda Forman
Tel: 703-893-8459
e-mail: drbforman(caol.com

Past Presidents

Bobby Mann
Tel: 301-894-2016
¢-mail: mannivorymann(c aol.com

Chuck Hyland
Tel: 301-657-2144

Martin Fuller
Tel: 702-442-6690

e-mail: diamondful(@ aol.com
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Achikian Goldsmiths-Ken Achikian
Antiquorum USA, Inc.

Aras Jewelers, Inc.

Arethusa Designs-Etta Saunders
Ashby Jewelers

Lois Berger
The Briars Antiques-Diane & Bill Grimes

Carolyn s Crystals-Carolyn Chappell
Mona Chase
Christies Auctioneers

Continental Jewelers

Robert G. Davis, GG
Designs in Gemstones-Lisa Carp
Dia-Gems

East African Gems-Marvin Wambua
Ana Escobar
Express Jewelers

Ferrotiques-Margo Hasson

Reiko Fetzer-Nagoya

Five Star Jewelers-Toby & Helen Fitzkee
Floryna-Gabino (Lou) Flores

John & Dorothy Foellmer

Brenda Forman

Martin & Colette Fuller

Cathy & Bruce Gaber

Bryan & Lois Geer

Gem Art Center-Andy & Helen Serras Herman
Gemworld International-Richard Drucker

GIA Alumni-Patrick Ball

GIA Gem Instruments

Goldsmithing Technical Institute-James Burick
John Greenan & Sons

\

Boxlee Appalachain Gems & Minerals-Courtland Lee

Citizen Watch Company of America-Mike Seckington

Honor Roll 2001
Thanks for a Record-Breaking Holiday Auction!

IGS Inc.-Edward J. Czarnetzky
Inner Circle-Denise Nelson

JAL-John Lees
Jewel Trends-Ray Smith
Jewelers Warehouse-James Burick

K&K International-Kusam Malhotra
Ira & Davia Kramer

Mangan Jewelers-Tom & Ling Mangan
Bobby & Kitty Mann

Jewelry Appraisal Services-Melanie Marts
Howard & Pearl Milliren

Camilla Nasr

Pala International-Josh Hall
Perez Salon

Cynthia Renee
Marcia Rickman
Tim Roark Imports

Chas. Schwartz & Son

Carole Scott

Seiko Corporation of America-Ken Hatfield
Skinner s Auctioneers & Appraisers
Sloans Auctioneers & Appraisers

Solovey Jewelers

Ron Suddendorf

Pat Syvrud

Towne Silver & Goldsmith-S.David Samuelson
Fred Ward

Adam A. Weschler & Son Auctioneers
Wright & Lato-Alan Rausnitz

Michele Zabel

~
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DONORS OF $100 OR MORE TO THE 2001 HOLIDAY AUCTION. THANKS! J
/
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GIA

GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA®

GIA Gem Instruments

Reiko Fetzer-Nagoya

Patricia
Syvrud

N
N

Cynthia R. Marcusson
Geologist

IRenée Co.

Colored Gem Specialists

504 East Alvarado, Suite 208
Fallbrook, CA 92028 USA
619.728.5150 » Fax 619.728.2636

AN

GIA

GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA
Development
" - The Robert Mouawad Campus
- 5345 Armada Drive

Patrick Ball. 6. | Carlsbad. CA 82008

NS
N

Carole Scott

AN

—

Director of T 760-603-4133
Associate and Alumni Relations | 800-421-7250 ext 4135
F: 760-603-4199
E: pbal @gia.ecu
FIVE STAR JEWELERS

Diamonds ¢ 14k Gold
Sterling Silver « Watches
Lowest Prices Guaranteed on
14K GOLD JEWELRY "SOLD BY WEIGHT"

¢ Goldsmith on Premises
+ Custom Design
 Insurance Appraisals
+ Jewelry & Watch Repair
Toby Fitzkee
BA, MFA, GG, NJA

Burke/Hechinger Ctr.
5765-V Burke Ctr. Pkwy.
Burke, VA 22015

(703) 239-1300

Helen Fitzkee

Jewelers Warehouse

James Burick

Goldsmithing
Technical Institute
James Burick
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Member Profile

John Lees

by

Cathy Gaber

|
|

rowing up, John loved horses

and thought he might like to be

a cowboy, but a summer break in
college working on aranch in Wyoming con-
vinced him he didn’t like cows. However, the
beauty of the mountains led him to discover
geology, which was to become his true call-
ing.

John was born in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1931 and
grew up in Sewickley, PA, where he attended
the Sewickley Academy. After five years in
boarding school, he graduated from Brooks
School in North Andover, MA, in 1950. He
then carned his BA inliberal arts in 1954 from
Columbia College in New York, NY. During
his senior year, after Wyoming, he took a sur-
vey class in geology and was hooked.

He could not immediately pursuc his interest
as he was drafted into the US Army for two
years. Even though he spent nine months
training in clectronic eavesdropping with the
Army Security Agency and was supposed
to be headed to Japan, he ended up as a
clerk, typing reports in Korea for the remain-
der of his tour.

Afier returning to Columbia University and
caming a BS in geology in 1958, he pursued
his Ph.D. in geology with a minor in mineral-
ogy, which was awarded in 1964 by the Penn-
sylvania State University. It was at Penn State
that John metand married his wife, Alice Allan
Hoyt, with whom he had three children. Alice
shares his interest in gems and jewelry, but
mostly as a consumer.

John wentto work for Amoco Petroleum Corp.
in New Orleans, LA. as a subsurface geolo-
gist. He worked with well logs. electronic de-

vices that transmit data from the well describ-
ing the rock types and their contained fluids.
The data was used to make structure maps in
order to define oil prospects for drilling in the
Gulf ot Mexico. He frequently made trips via
helicopter to the offshore rigs to witness the
running of the well logs.

After a few years he went to work for the US
Geological Survey in the Conservation Divi-
sion in New Orleans. He evaluated offshore
tracts that the oil companies were bidding on
andafter 10 years, he was transterred to Wash-
ington, DC. The Conservation Division was
removed from the USGS and combined with
part of the Bureau of Land Management as
the Minerals Management Service, a sepa-
rate agency within the Department of the In-
terior. He ended up as the Regional Supervi-
sor for Resource Evaluation-Atlantic Region
and supervised a varicty of staff including
geologists, palcontologists, engineers, geo-
physicists. technicians and clerical staff.

John took his first class in gemology at Co-
lumbia University in 1957. His professor, Brian
Mason, was also the curator of minerals at
the American Muscum of Natural History.
John’s interest lay dormant tor 30 years, until
he attended a gem show in DC. He was soon

Our John in full regalia
with pipes and kilt.

Equestrian prowess!

cnrolled in Tony Bonanno’s gemology
classes and subsequently took the GIA and
FGA home study courses. He received a PG
from Mr. Bonanno in 1990, a GG in 1989 and
an FGA in 1990. Afier joining the Washing-
ton, DC Chapter of the GIA Alumni Associa-
tion in 1990, John went on to serve as our
Secretary from 1997 t0 1999.

Ever willing to face a challenge, he found an
unexpected talent. While they were living in
New Orleans, Alice saw an ad in the paper
looking tor people Lo join a pipe band. John
had never played a musical instrument be-
fore, but the leader agreed to teach him the
bagpipes 1" he would play for a ycar. When
John moved to DC in 1974, he joined the
Washington Scottish Pipe Band and is still
playing.

In 1978, John started riding horses again. For
aboutsix years he competed in combined train-
ing. a sport which consists of dressage, sta-
dium jumping and cross country jumping.
Afler breaking a vertebra he confined his
riding to fox hunting. In time, he also brokc an
ankle, a collarbone and seven ribs, so he now
wisely wears a crash vest when he rides. He
and Alice live on a small farm north of
Leesburg, where they keep and ride three
horses.

John learned to facet gemstones about 10
yearsago from Bill Capps. When Capps died,
John lapsed, but he took up faceting again a
couple of years ago. He currently deals on a
part time basis in colored stones and jewelry
as JAL Co. in Leesburg, VA. The horses and
the farm take up much ot his time, leaving less
for cutting and even less for selling, but gem-
stones will continue to have a role in his life.





































