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PRE-
MILLENIUM
PARTY

PLANNED!

Read Immediately!

ext month. believe it or not. is December.

Yes. 1998 is quickly culminating, and no

culmination is complete without our chapter’s
now tamous, year-end celebration! I know. it seems
like only yesterday I had to shave my goatee and
mustache in public sacritice for the good of the chapter.
We were supposed to sacrifice a goat. but you know,
we're here in the suburbs and a good goat is hard to
find (my apologies to PETA. vegetarians. goat lovers
and the humorless). Unless Vince Manson is willing to
drop in and doff his whiskers for the cause. we will be
in serious need of some alternative auction items this
year. Granted. though Ira "El Magnifico™ Kramer was
able to wrestle a tew hundred dollars from the raucous
crowd for my three-month growth at last years festive
event. we really “saved tace™ thanks to the many
wonderful and creative donations from members ot our
chapter and their generous vendors.

With the unprecedented success of last year's tunction,
we were able to offer the chapter top tlight educational
opportunities including local experts and world-
renowned authorities on a variety ot subjects. as well
as cosponsoring three special events with the GIA and
The Gemmological Association of Great Britain. Top
that off with our 2nd Annual Lorin Atkinson
Scholarship. augmented with a generous donation trom
Anna Miller. our new chapter brochure. and an extremely
entertaining and informative newsletter, and I'd say we
have every reason to be proud of our accomplishments.
(See PARTY Pg.3)

Eat, drink, be merry, and don’t forget,
“The price of wisdom is beyond rubies.”
Job 28:18

uly Meeting 1998. The only thing I noticed missing was the parrot. the

eye-patch and possibly the peg-leg. I'say possibly. because I never got

in close enough to give it a good “accidental”™ thump. It you want to
liven up a party. let alone a chapter meeting. put him on your “"A™ list. But
don’t invite any sensitive namby-pambies who can’t take life without the
candy-coating.

Richard Hughes tells it Like It Is. And to hear him tell it. it’s pretty wild and
wooly. Imagine a lecture on corundum that starts oft in the opal fields of
Lightning Ridge. Australia. It should come with a warning label. Richard
segued from a Mohs hardness of 5 to 9 faster than John Glenn swallowed
on ignition. Then imagine being on a brakeless bicycle going downhill in
the center of a train track. with each railroad tie a ditferent topic.

You think I can explain all that here? Well. [ can’t. but I do have some pictures
from the meeting. and a tew tidbits for those unable to attend. For instance.

(See HUGHES Pg4)
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President’s Letter
by Bobby Mann

ur annual Holiday Party, Dinner and Fund Raising

Auction will be held on Saturday. December 5th. The

silent auction and cash bar opens at 6:00 PM. Dinner will
be served at 7:00 PM, followed by the live auction.

It all happens at the same location as last year:

Pulcinella Ristorante
6852 Old Dominion Drive
McLean. Virginia

A successtul party and auction means low meeting tees. atfordable
seminars, world-renowned speakers and more for the upcoming year.
So mark your calendar, plan to attend. bring guests, spouse, friends
or colleagues. Socialize. network. volunteer. be part of your chapter’s
continuing success.

We neced volunteers now to solicit donations for our auction --
merchandise. gift certificates. services. cash or maybe something
unusual and unexpected. All donations are tax deductible at present
tair market value. Donation tax forms will be sent to all donors and
a donation request letter tor you to send to your suppliers will go
out with the next meeting notice. (Tom Mangan. Chapter Treasurer,
has used this approach successfully for two years, acquiring many
donations for our auction.).

Donations can be brought to the November meeting. the Holiday
Party, or mailed to:

Bobby Mann
4111 Rocky Mount Drive
Temple Hills. MD 20748

All donors will be acknowledged at the auction and in our award-
winning newsletter — or they may remain anonymous it they wish.

Volunteers are also needed at the party. both before and after dinner.

If you plan to attend and would like to help. please call me at 301-
894-5071.

7y o

Bobby Mann
President

Letters to the Editor:

Response to Summer Critical Angle

RE: your article: What are you going to do about it? Whatam
I going to do about it? Compete as best I can and start appraising
the way the market is going. Down down down oooh ooh ooh
( hummed like a Motown song).

Either I will compete or I will die. but I am committed to telling
the realities of Internet buying. Some people do get burned
buying.on the Internet but whether they buy or not it still has
the same effect of lowering prices and eventually it will force
many out ol this part of the trade.

Have you noticed how custom and repair prices are escalating?
We got to make it up somewhere. don't we?

Your pal.  John Caro

“The JBT is almost worthless. They released personal information
about my business to other jewelers.” says Fred Van Dorn in a
personal communication. He is no longer listed with them and
no longer sufters vendor solicitations.  As for Internet sales.
Fred believes a physical business (storefront) will always
dominate. Catalogues haven’t put retailers out of business. nor
will the Internet.

Phone Contact Directory
Board of Directors

President - Bobby Mann. GG
Vice-Pres. - Davia Kramer, GG
Secretary - John Lees. GG
Treasurer - Tom Mangan. GG

(301) 894-5071
(301) 770-4367
(540) 882-4742
(703) 780-0317

Members at Large

Fred Ward, GG
Michele Zabel. GG

(301) 983-1990
(301) 365-0712

Newsletter

Martin Fuller. GG
c-mail:  diamondful@aol.com
Brenda Forman. Asst. Editor
e-mail:  drbforman@aol.com

(703) 442-6690

(703) 893-8459

Past Presidents

Chuck Hyland. GG
Carolyn Chappell. GG

(301) 657-2144
(703) 273-9039
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(From PARTY pg.l)

The Washington, D.C. Chapter of the GIA Alumni Association is
meeting and exceeding its goals to provide its members with
outstanding continuing education at nominal expense, as well as a
forum for strengthening our jewelry community by pooling the
tremendous human resources within our organization. It is exemplary
synergy, and thanks to you, the membership, it grows stronger and
more beneticial every year.

Now on to the task at hand. How do we continue this upward spiral?
How do we match and yes, even exceed last years generosity? This
is where every reader of this newsletter can roll up their metaphorical
sleeves and do something right now. for the good of their chapter.

On page 10 of this issue, you'll see a donation request letter. Please
copy it as many times as you like and mail or fax it right away to those
vendors and suppliers you support throughout the year, requesting
whatever they might be able to donate to our worthy cause.

Also, on page 11 of this issue is a Donation Income Tax Receipt
which you may also send to the donor so they can deduct, as their
accountant counsels, the fair market value of their donation to our
non-profit organization.

So we ask you to ask others to share their generosity at this time of
year. The alternative is this year I shave my head (the goatee and
mustache never grew back!), and that will cost some generous soul
or group of souls no less than $5.000.00 for a preview of something
otherwise that only time will buy you. The choice is yours.

Sincerely, Martin Fuller

Carolyn the Champion Auctioneer

Santa Fred

How the Auction Works

ou will be assigned a bidding number and given a

bidding paddle at the registration desk. Use this

number for both the Silent and Live auctions. The
Silent Auction starts at 6:30) PM. Bid as often as you like. All
auction items will be displayed on tables for your viewing.

Each item will have a Lot Number. There will be a card at each
item showing the lot number, description of the item. retail
value, and donor’s name. Under this information will be two
columns for the Silent Auction bids, one column for your
number; the other column for your bid.

The Silent Auction top bids will be the starting point tor the
LiveAuction bids. If there are no Live Auction bids from the
floor. the item will go to the highest Silent Auction bidder.

Most values listed have been provided by the donors as
estimates of retail value.

All sales are final.

Successful bidders will pay for their item(s) at the cashier’s
table betore leaving.

Payment will be accepted in the form of cash, approved checks
or credit cards, including Discover, Novus, Visa, Master Card
and American Express.

This process proved successful last year and helped to speed
up the auction. Thanks in advance for your generosity.
Bobby Mann































