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Chapter Sponsors Summer Seminars

In Conjunction with the GIA Extension Classes and the
Gemmological Association of Great Britain

Advanced Diamond Grading Lab

Detecting Treated Gems

By Martin Fuller

By John Lees

this thoroughly enjoyable and educational cvening with

the ring leaders of the GIA Advanced Diamond Grading
Seminar. Angelique Crown and Cathy Mcintyre combined tal-
ents to provide the attendees with a look inside the Gem Trade
Lab’s Diamond Grading Chambers, as well as covering in detail
the fine points of diamond grading in this master class. The
theme is derived from the systematic approach to observing a
diamond to assess its clarity grade. But first, “The Lab.”

Rockin’ and tilting through the wedgies was the theme for

Contrary to popular be-
lief, the inside of the Diamond
Grading Department is not as
dark as a cave, and its inhab-
itants are not known as the
“Mole People.” Yes, the
lighting is subdued, and grad-
ing lights are at desk level, not
over the grader’s shoulder
where they would create a
distracting glare.

The walls are gray, and
the carpeting matches. A dia-
mond enters the Weights and
Measures station where it is
recorded into the computer by
highly trained weighers and
measurers. [t then transits
from the 1st checker to the
2nd, then third, each checker recording their clarity impression
unbeknownst to the others. In the event of a discrepancy, a se-
nior grader of at least ten years experience is called to the scene,

(Continued on Pg.10)
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Chapter members focus diligently both mind and microscope.

ore than 20 members attended the seminar on Detect-
M ing Treated Gems on June 9, 1998, at the Transpotomac

Conference Center in Alexandria, Virginia. This sub-
ject is of utmost importance to anyone in the gem and jewelry
business, whether buying, selling or appraising. The scientific staffs
of GIA and other gem laboratories are constantly refining and up-
dating the techniques for detecting and identifying these treatments,
and it is the responsibility of those of us in the trade to take advan-
tage of these developments for the protection of our clients, cus-
tomers and ourselves.

The seminar put on
by GIA was up to their
usual high standards,
and particular thanks go
to Angelique Crown
and Cathy Mclntyre,
the two instructors for
the evening. They pre-
sented a slide show and
lecture on the various
treatments, and this was
followed by a hands-on
session when we exam-
ined a number of stones
under the microscope.
UV lights, and other in-
struments.

Gemstone treat-
ments were defined as
anything donc to make a stone more saleable, and maybe cven
more durable. It was noted that trcatments arc abundant, and that
stones such as sapphires, rubies, emeralds, and even pearls would

(Continued on Pg.10)
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Presidents
Letter
By Bobby Mann f

ith summer’s twilight upon us, and
1998 moving on at a dizzying pace,
we reflect pleasantly on our chapter’s

progress. We’ve kept our commitment to provide our
members with top flight programs each month, includ-
ing eight renowned guest speakers; two GIA semi-
nars; an FGA seminar, and three docent-led tours of
the Lalique exhibition at the Smithsonian in July. Did
you take advantage of these opportunities?

The late summer brought us our own Lynn Loube
in September, and fall brings us Richard Drucker on
Disclosure in October, and Peter Yantzer of the AGS
laboratories in November. Of course, early Decem-
ber, which will be here before we know it, brings our
Annual Holiday Dinner Party and Fund Raising Auc-
tion, and a guaranteed great time for everyone.

In July, chapter members were sent a very impor-
tant questionnaire, which we hope you have taken the
time to complete and return. If you have not, please
do so as soon as possible, and if you’ve misplaced it,
please call me for a new one. The information, sug-
gestions and comments you provide the board are cru-
cial to our planning for 1999 and beyond. T7his is
your chance to request guest speakers, subject mat-
ters, and programs of interest to you.

Remember, our meetings are open to all with an
interest in gems and jewelry. Spread the word and
bring a friend to the next meeting. Guest fees are $10
per meeting. [fa guest decides to attend four or more
meetings, it’s much more economical to pay the $40
annual meeting fee.

[ would like to thank all our members, and espe-
cially the volunteers, for all your efforts in making

Washington, D.C., an award-winning chapter.

Sincerely,

Pl Ve

Bobby Mann
President

In Memoriam

Samuel H. Root, founder of Root Jewelers in Arlington,
passed away at his home on August 11, 1998 after a lengthy
illness. He was 83.

He was a native of Washington and served in the Navy
during World War II. He followed in the footsteps of his
father, a watch repairman, and opened his own business in
1946. He operated his business for 35 years until his re-

Q’rement in the early 1980°s. /
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Member
Profile

By
Cathy Gaber

Tom Mangan

small. They worked out of their home for ten years

The jewelry business of Tom and Ling Mangan started
while continuing to teach and exhibit at craft shows until

: ¢

Tom & Ling Mangan admire ivory samples with Bobby Mann.

their jewelry business could support them. While he designed
and repaired jewelry, she designed pearl and bead jewelry. The
House of Ling’s first store was located in a small basement room.
Tom had not even finished painting the sign when he accepted
his first jewelry repair job. Eventually they expanded into the
street level store front and kept the basement as a workroom.
For about four years, he was also a partner in Akoya Incorpo-
rated and traveled to Japan 2-3 times a year to buy pearls for
retail sales. Six years ago he and Ling opened Mangan Jewelers
in a new larger location. Itis a full-scrvice American Gem Soci-
ety store. Watch and jewelry repair, stone cutting, diamond re-
cutting, custom jewclry design, and designer jewelry are all of-
fered. Tom’s interest is mostly in design these days.

After joining the GIA Alumni Association in 1991, Tom
assumed the position of Treasurer in 1995, which was renewed

in 1997 for another two years. One of his many responsibilities
is selling 50-50 tickets to earn revenue for the chapter. When
you see him selling tickets,
take heed if he says “I hope
you win”. He may say the
same thing to everyone, but
the night he said it to me, |
really did win! Other organi-
zations that benefit from his
participation include the
McLean Citizens Associa-
tion, where he is Correspond-
ing Secretary; the Rotary
Club, where he is Chairman
of Community Service and a
member of the Board; and the
McLean Chamber of Com-
merce, where he is a Mem-
ber of the McLean Planning Commission, member of the board,
and Head of the Retail Commission. This latter organization
recently honored him as Business Citizen of the Year.
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Tom in standard pose,
always helping someone else.

Tom likes to stay current. He earned an Associates degree
in Science from Northern Virginia Community College, then he
received a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a Master’s in
Education, both from American University. These degrees en-
abled him to teach special education classes for teenagers for
many years. His interest in the gem and jewelry field blossomed
after learning some goldsmithing from Ling’s sister, a goldsmith
in [llinois. He apprenticed to her onc summer and she encour-
aged them to start their own business. He then earned his GG in
1991, followed by the Certified Gemologist and the Certified
Gem Appraiser diplomas from the American Gem Socicty. When
the Arlington Co. Adult Education program offered classes in
lapidary, jewelry making and repair and faceting, he took all of
them. He has made his own contribution by teaching consumer
skills, how to buy gems, pearls and diamonds, to adults at the
local community center.

Though hc was born in Brooklyn, NY and lived all over the
U.S. while his father was in the service, he has lived in thc Wash-
ington area since he was 17. His grandmother lived here, and
cventually his father was stationed here. His one major outside
interest that he still actively practices is fishing. He follows the
lure every week if at all possible. After his fourth near crash in
his ultra light airplane, Ling persuaded him to give up that hobby.
Then she sold his white water kayak for $10, effectively block-
ing that activity. He may have given up dangerous pursuits, but
it is obvious he will continue to be very active in his gem and
jewelry endeavors.

ST
ey

NS




Page 4

The District of Gemology

DYNASTIES
&
DIAMONDS:

COURT JEWELRY
OF THE
ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

By John Lees

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 1998

ur March meeting featured Ms.
O Martha A. McCrory who spoke

on jewelry of the Italian Renais-
sance. She focused her talk on three of
the most important Italian Renaissance
princely courts of the 15th and 16th cen-
turies: the Sforzas of Milan, the Gonzagas
of Milan, and the Medici of Florence.
These princely houses represent the pe-
riod from the end of the fifteenth until well
into the sixteenth century.

Martha McCrory receives a token of appreciation from vice-
president Davia Kramer at the conclusion of her lecture.

These rulers possessed some of the
most fabulous diamond jewelry of the
time. Diamonds, thought to be fossilized
ice, were the rarest and most valued of the
gems. McCrory showed slides of many
splendid examples as shown in contem-
porary portraits and surviving pieces.
McCrory also placed the jewels in their
historical context, discussing the contri-
butions of Italian artists, such as Leonardo

da Vinci, and of jewelers, such as
Benvenuto Cellini, Baldini and de Veldt.

Because Europe was torn by repeated
wars during this period, surviving pieces
are rare. For example, when the French
King Louis XII invaded Italy in 1499,
Ludovico fled Milan in 1499 and pawned
much of his legendary jewels to raise cash.
Consequently, our knowledge of his trea-
sure comes from inventories of the time,
together with portraits and account books.

Ms. McCrory graduated from the
Courtauld Institute of Art in London,
where she also received her doctorate.
Subsequently, she was resident in Florence
where she researched the cameos and in-
taglios of the Medici Grand-Ducal collec-
tion. Later, she returned to The Walters
Art Gallery in Baltimore. In 1985 she was
awarded a Samuel H. Kress Senior Fel-
lowship at the Center for Advanced Study
in the Visual Arts and the National Gal-
lery of Art. She now is Adjunct Professor
in the Jewelry Design Department of the
Fashion Institute of
Technology in New
York, teaches the his-
tory of jewelry, and is
the Museum Liaison
for the Society of Jew-
clry Historians, USA.

She has published
widely and her catalogs
and articles deal with
Renaissance art and

. decorative arts, cameos
"~ and intaglios, jewelry,
numismatic collec-

tions, and the Medici
collections of art and
antiquities. Her most
recent article is based on a paper given at
a symposium on engraved gems at the Na-
tional Gallery of Art and treats the sym-
bolism of stones at the Florentine Grand-
ducal court. She is the recipient of nu-
merous rescarch grants and in 1994 was
awarded a grant from the Gladys Kricble
Delmas Foundation for five months study
and rescarch in Venice.
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Around Town &
N Around the Web

By Davia Kramer

WEBSITES TO EXPLORE

www.appraiserunderoath.com

Bill Hoefer’s guide to legal issues
facing appraisers and the trade.
www.xe.net/currency/

A currency converter for most coun-
tries.

www.niceice.com
www.diamonds-usa.com

A couple of interesting diamond sites.

CALENDAR
Future Chapter Meetings

Oct.7th - Richard Drucker of “The
Guide” on Disclosure.

Nov. 11th - Peter Yantzer of the AGS
Lab on the “0” cut grade.

The Silver Heritage of the Custis-Peter
Family of Tudor Place.

April 18 - Sept. 12

Tudor Place, 1644 31st St. NW
Donation: $6.00

202-965-0400

Nicholas and Alexandra, The Last
Imperial Family of Tsarist Russia
Delaware Grand Exhibition Hall
Wilmington, DE.

Aug 1 - Dec 31

Congratulations!

To chapter member Melvin J. Lee, G.G.,
who passed his GIA Gemologist’s
Diploma exam with a score of 90%.

Congratulations, Melvin
From
The Washington, D.C. Chapter
of the
GIA Alumni Association!




























